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CLAIMS 




What is claimed is 

1. A method for e 
the steps of: 



ft 



::ficiently merging subnets comprising 



linking a firstj subnet having a first subnet manager 
and a first database with a second subnet having a second 
subnet manager and | a second database to create a merged 
subnet; and 



dynamically sejlecting one of said first subnet manager 
and said second subnet manger as a master subnet manager, 



which controls the 

2. The method of 
database comprise 
partition key (P 
(GUID), which a 
configuration enti 



merged subnet. 

Claim 1, wherein said first and second 
configuration entries including a 
Key) and a global unique identifier 
re time-stamped with a time said 
ies are modified by respective ones of 



The method o 



said first and second subnet managers. 



f Claim 2, wherein said first subnet 



manager is selected as said master subnet manager, said 
method further comprising the step of: 



subnet configuration entries from said 
ler subnet manager to said database of 
anager to create a merged database. 



absorbing saic. 
database of the ot 
said master subnet 
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4 . The method of C 
further comprises the 



;.aim 3, wherein said absorbing step 
steps of: 



determining that: 
database is the same 
database; and 



a first GUID entry of said second 
as a second GUID entry of said first 



in response to I said determining step, selecting a 
latest time-stamped GUID entry from among said first GUID 
entry and said secon/d GUID entry as a representative GUID 
entry for said mergefd database. 

5. The method of Claim 4, further comprising the step of 
discarding a GUID eijltry not selected as said representative 
GUID entry. 
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6. The method off Claim 4, wherein said absorbing step 
further comprises [the steps of: 

determining tjhat a first P_Key entry of a GUID of said 
second database of said other subnet manager is the same as 
a second P_key ejitry of a different GUID of said first 
database; 



in response 
occurrences of s 
P_Key value. 



to said determining step, changing all 
a|id P Key in said second database to a new 



7 . The method 
further comprises; 
that is not one 
database and saic 



of Claim 6, wherein said changing step 
the step of selecting only a P-Key value 
of said P_Key values within said first 
second database. 
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8 . The method 
configuring sai 
manager . 



of Claim 3, further comprising the step of 
merged subnet utilizing said master subnet 
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9. A computer program product comrpising: 



a computer reac.able medium; and 



program instructions on said computer readable medium 



for : 



linking a firs 
and a first databas 
subnet manager and 
subnet; and 

dynamically se 
and said second su 



1; subnet having a first subnet manager 
e with a second subnet having a second 
a second database to create a merged 



ecting one of said first subnet manager 
net manger as a master subnet manager, 



which controls the [merged subnet 



10. The computer program product of Claim 9, wherein said 
first and second database comprise configuration entries 



including a parti 
identifier (GUID) , 
configuration ent 



tion key (P__Key) and a global unique 
which are time-stamped with a time said 
:ies are modified by respective ones of 



said first and second subnet managers. 



11. The computer program product of Claim 10, wherein said 
first subnet manager is selected as said master subnet 
manager, said program product further comprising program 
instructions for: 

absorbing said subnet configuration entries from said 
database of the other subnet manager to said database of 
said master subnet manager to create a merged database. 
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12. The computer piog 
absorbing instruqt 
instructions for: 



ram product of Claim 11, wherein said 
ions further comprises program 



determining 
database is the sam 
database; and 



that 



a first GUID entry of said second 
3 as a second GUID entry of said first 



in response tfo said determining step, selecting a 
latest time-stamped GUID entry from among said first GUID 
entry and said second GUID entry as a representative GUID 
entry for said mejrged database and discarding an older 



time- stamped entry 



13. The computer 
comprising prograir 



not selected as s 



program product of Claim 12, further 
instructions for discarding a GUID entry 
did representative GUID entry. 



14. The computer 
absorbing ins 
instructions for 



determining 
second database o 
a second P_key 
database; 



program product of Claim 12, wherein said 
trluctions further comprises program 



that a first P_Key entry of a GUID of said 
said other subnet manager is the same as 
entry of a different GUID of said first 



in response 



to said determining step, changing all 
occurrences of sajj.d P_Key in said second database to a new 
P Key value . 
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15. The computer program product of Claim 14, wherein said 
changing instructions further comprises program 
instructions for selecting only a P-Key value that is not 
one of said P_Key values within said first database and 
said second databcse. 

16. The computer program product of Claim 11, further 
comprising program instructions for configuring said merged 
subnet utilizing said master subnet manager. 
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17. A system comp 



rising ; 



a first subnet 
database of subnet 



a second subn|et 
second database o 
subnet is coupled 



with a first subnet manager and a first 



series; 



with a second subnet manager and a 
: subnet entries, wherein said second 
:o said first subnet; 



logic components for selecting a master subnet manager 
from among said fijrst subnet manager and said second subnet 
manager; and 

software lojgic associated with said master subnet 
manager for mergjing said first database and said second 
database . 

18. The system if Claim 17, wherein: 

said first | subnet manager is said master subnet 
manager; and 

said firstl subnet manager absorbs configuration 
entries from said second database into said first database 
to create a merged database, 



19. The system of claim 18, wherein said first subnet 
manager control^ and managers said system utilizing said 
merged database, 



20. The system of Claim 17, wherein said first subnet 
manager determines when a first GUID entry in said first 
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3 database is tlhe same as a second GUID entry in said second 

4 database and dynamically selects a latest time-stamped 

5 entry from among both of said first and second GUID entries 

6 for inclusion in said merged database and discarding an 

7 older time-stamped entry. 



